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The Gateway Project 

• Established by the BC Ministry of Transportation in response to: 

o The impact of growing regional congestion, and 

o Improve the movement of people, goods, and transit throughout Metro Vancouver 

• Road and bridge improvements made to complement other regional road and transit 

improvements already planned or underway 

o Will create a comprehensive, effective transportation network that supports improved 

movement of goods and people, facilitates economic growth, increases transportation 

choice, and provides better connections to designated population growth areas 

• One of the largest road and bridge improvement projects in Canada 

 

Goals for Gateway Project 

• Address congestion 

• Improve the movement of 

people and goods in and out of 

the region 

• Improve access to key economic 

gateways by improving links 

between ports, industrial areas, 

railways, airport, and border 

crossings 

• Improve safety and reliability 

• Improve region’s road networks 

• Improve the quality of life in communities by keeping regional traffic on regional roads 

instead of local roads 

• Reduce vehicle emissions by reducing congestion-related idling 

• Facilitate better connections to buses and Skytrain, cycling and pedestrians 

• Reduce travel time along and across the Fraser River during peak periods 

Figure 1: Gateway Project Map 
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Includes four components: 

• Port Mann (PM) / Hwy 1 Project 

o Includes widening of Hwy 1, twinning of Port Mann Bridge, upgrading interchanges and 

improving access and safety on Hwy 1 from the McGill interchange to 216
th

 St 

• North Fraser Perimeter Road (NFPR) Project 

o Set of improvements on existing roads to provide an efficient, continuous route from 

New West to Maple Ridge, including the Pitt River Bridge and the Mary Hill Interchange 

• Pitt River Bridge and Mary Hill Interchange 

o Stand-alone component of the NFPR Project 

o Comprised of a new bridge to replace the current Pitt River Bridge and an interchange to 

replace the existing Lougheed Highway/Mary Hill Bypass interchange 

• South Fraser Perimeter (SFPR) Project 

o New 4-lane 80 km/h route along the south side of the Fraser River extending from 

Deltaport Way in SW Delta to the Golden Ears Bridge in Surrey/Langley 

 

Port Mann / Hwy 1 Upgrade 

• Widening of the highway, construction of a new Port Mann Bridge, upgrading interchanges 

and improving access and safety on Highway 1 from the McGill Interchange in Vancouver to 

216
th

 Street in Langley 

• Concept for the project based on predicted population and economic growth and 

associated transportation demands through to 2031 

• Includes: 

o Demand management and congestion-reduction measures such as HOV lanes 

o Transit and commercial vehicle priority access to highway on-ramps 

o Improvements to the cycling network 

o Electronic tolling on the Port Mann Bridge 

o Twinning of the Port Mann Bridge, resulting in a total of 12 lanes going across the Fraser 

River 



3 

 

• Port Mann 2 will be built to accommodate light rail transit/rapid bus service in the future 

(see Appendix A) 

o Will connect key service areas and further integrate communities south of the Fraser 

River and in the Fraser Valley, out to Abbotsford 

o Will address congestion, support economic activity and increase density in 

designated growth areas 

o Increase transit and transportation choice and provide better connections between 

suburbs south of the Fraser 

• Goals: 

o Reduce travel times for trips along the corridor and increase their predictability 

o Reduce congestion at entry and exit points to Hwy 1 

o Reduce travel times for trips across the corridor and improve connections within and 

between communities 

o Improve access to and from the corridor for goods movement 

o Facilitate the introduction of transit service along the corridor and the improvement of 

transit service across the corridor 

o Expand HOV, cycling and pedestrian networks along or near the corridor  

o Improve safety for vehicle operators and passengers, cyclists, and pedestrians 

 

Figure 2: Port Mann /Hwy 1 Project Map 
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North Fraser Perimeter Road 

• Set of proposed improvements to existing roads along the north shore of the Fraser River, 

providing an efficient, continuous route between Queensborough Bridge and Golden Ears 

Bridge via the Pitt River Bridge 

• Starts on United Blvd immediately west of King Edward St and continues eastward through 

Port Coquitlam and Pitt Meadows, along Mary Hill Bypass and Lougheed Hwy and ties into 

Golden Ears Bridge 

o Translink responsible for the section from New West to King Edward St in Coquitlam 

o Ministry of Transportation responsible for section from King Edward St in Coquitlam to 

Maple Ridge 

• Goals: 

o Address congestion 

o Improve the movement of people, goods and transit 

o Improve access to key economic gateways and industrial centers, including CP 

Intermodal facilities such as the Port Coquitlam, Mary Hill and Pacific Reach 

commercial/industrial areas 

o Improve region's road network, providing better connections between NE sector 

municipalities such as Coquitlam, Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and Port Coquitlam 

o Improve the quality of life in communities by keeping regional traffic on efficient 

regional roads, instead of using local streets to bypass congestion 

Figure 3: North Fraser Perimeter Road Project Map 
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o Improve cycling and pedestrian access connections to existing networks on either side 

of the Pitt River crossing 

o Facilitate improved transit service and the expansion of the existing HOV network 

o Reduce travel times during peak periods. 

Pitt River Bridge / Mary Hill Bypass Upgrade 

• Includes a new bridge to replace the existing Pitt River Bridges (swing bridges) and an 

interchange to replace the existing Lougheed Highway and the Mary Hill Bypass intersection 

o Intended to create lasting improvements that provide benefits to the movements of 

people, goods and transit as well as safely accommodating cyclists and pedestrians 

o Will address increasing congestion in growing NE sector and future traffic demands 

• New cable-stayed bridge will be located between the existing bridges and will have 3 lanes 

of westbound traffic and 4 lanes of eastbound traffic 

o Designed to accommodate future different lane allocations such as HOV, rapid transit 

o Will allow for the elimination of the current counterflow system 

• Existing intersection at Lougheed Highway and Mary Hill Bypass will be replaced with grade-

separated interchange with on and off ramps 

o Allow for free-flow of traffic, while also providing for future connection to the Fremont 

Extension, to support development in Port Coquitlam and Coquitlam 

• Goals: 

o Improve reliability for vehicle and marine traffic 

o Improve safety along a key goods movement and commuting corridor 

o Provide capacity to serve the needs of growing municipalities and industry 

South Fraser Perimeter Road 

• New four-lane, 80 km/hr route along the south side of the Fraser River 

• Will extend from Deltaport Way in SW Delta to 176th Street in Surrey, with connections to 

Hwy 1, 91, 15, 99 and to Golden Ears Bridge 

• Will offer goods movers an efficient transportation corridor, while helping to reduce the 

volume of regional traffic and trucks on arterial and community streets 
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o Provide a continuous and efficient route to serve the port facilities, rail yards and 

industrial areas along key economic areas while benefiting commuters 

• Improve quality of life for residents and local businesses by reducing truck traffic on 

municipal roads 

• Congestion in Delta and Surrey communities and highways is increasing every year, with 

growing impacts to residents, the environment and the economy 

• Goals: 

o Reduced truck traffic and noise in communities 

o Improved movement of people and goods 

o Reduced east-west travel times 

o Improved connections to major trade gateways 

o Improved access for emergency vehicles  

o Improved safety and reliability 

 

Figure 4: SFPR Alignment 
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SFPR – Socio-Community Impacts 

• 170 hectares of land required to facilitate operation of SFPR 

o 80 hectares are from ALR; the rest from housing lots 

• Road improvements to SFPR are planned 

o Extensions of roads, new access roads, secondary roads 

• Routing of SFPR will involve closure, disruption, relocation of local road access 

o At worst, 43 full closures, 29 changes to current road configuration 

• Estimated between 4-10 trail links may be affected 

o Effects will be addressed and new trails created 

o Links include greenways, bike routes 

• Community cohesion issues expected in the eastern part of SFPR (east of Hwy 91) 

o Some communities cut off because of road closures 

o Houses bulldozed 

o Not an issue in western part of SFPR, as it is mostly affecting farmland 

• Expected to have low to moderate visual impact for about 80% of alignment 

• Anticipated to encourage economic activity 

o Providing increased accessibility to existing and emerging industrial employment areas 

o In short run, SFPR will take up some industrial land 

o Mitigated by SFPR accelerating development, with remaining industrial land more 

intensively used 

• Results in higher land values, more employment, generating higher tax revenues 

o New transportation route enhancing goods movement capacity 

o Accelerated extent of intensive residential development and mixed development in 

areas with redevelopment potential 

• Associated increase in population and need for community facilities 

o Erosion of parkland and natural amenity values 

• Some impacts on visual landscape 

o Increased changes to local traffic patterns and vehicle volumes 
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SFPR – Water Quality Impacts 

• Contaminants can be introduced to surrounding environment as a result of highway 

construction, operation, maintenance 

o Situation similar to current situation w/ River Road, Hwy 91 

o Proposed project’s traffic patterns similar, as SFPR designed to ease congestion 

• Keeping same number of cars on the road 

• Background water quality near the SFPR is event-driven 

o Therefore, highly variable 

Construction 

• Excavation and addition of fill materials will result in sediment being deposited into 

adjacent watercourses 

o Major potential construction-related impact needing mitigation 

• Use of heavy machinery will result in deposition of fuel, lubricants, hydraulic fluid 

Operations and Maintenance 

• Contaminants may be introduced as a direct result of highway activities found in road 

runoff 

o Ex: hydrocarbons, polycoclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), metals 

o Gasoline, crankcase oil, lubricating grease, glycols, corrosion inhibitors 

o Wear from vehicle and engine parts such as tires 

o Exhaust emissions 

• Road runoff may contain highway maintenance substances 

o Anti-icing materials, sand 

• Alterations in hydrology of the area, including increased surface run-off and reduced 

infiltration 

o Lead to reduced base flow conditions in urban creeks, increased storm flows that can 

displace fish 

• Precipitation flowing over heated paved surfaces on warm days, that discharge into fish-

bearing waters, may cause increases in temperature 
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o May reach elevated levels for fish and other aquatic life 

Water Quality in Burns Bog 

• Water from Burns Bog originates from precipitation 

• Drainage from Bog flows from higher elevations in center towards perimeter 

• Dykes, water control structures restrict inflow of water from river and seawater 

• Inflow from Fraser River into ditches and sloughs allowed for agricultural use 

• Fraser River near Burns Bog stratified with dense saline water 

Water Quality in the Fraser River 

• Water quality objectives for Fraser River have been established to protect aquatic life and 

wildlife, water uses including drinking water, agriculture, recreation, aesthetics 

• Elevated fecal coliform levels found at the stations immediately upstream and downstream 

of Annacis Island Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) 

o Downstream location reported to have exceeded regional objectives at one point 

• pH levels exceeded regional objectives during >=1 one monitoring events at Pattullo Bridge, 

and up/downstream at Annacis Island STP 

Summary 

• Elevations of, and in some cases, excess of water quality objectives 

o Dissolved oxygen, pH, TSS (suspended solids), coliforms, some metals, nutrients, some 

individual PAHs 

o Excess of water quality objectives are minor and are not too surprising given the level of 

human activity in place around SFPR 

• Highway construction operation and maintenance activities have potential impact on water 

quality 

o Increased concentrations of metals, ions, nutrients, organic compounds, sediments 

introduced to nearby watercourses 

• Organic compounds = PAHs, hydrocarbons, oil, grease 

o Increase surface runoff as a result of increases in impervious area, changes to hydrology, 

introduction of construction materials such as lubricant, fuel 
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SFPR – Fish Habitat Impacts 

Construction 

Process Potential Impact 

• Removal of vegetation 

for site preparation  

• Ground disturbance 

• Riparian vegetation loss (around affected surrounding 

streams 

• Results in the alteration or removal of fish habitat 

• Removal of riparian vegetation results in a decrease in the 

amount of food and nutrients available for fish populations 

that are located downstream 

• Ground disturbance and removal of riparian biofiltration will 

degrade the quality of water 

• Short access roads 

• Ancillary sites 

• Plant operations 

• Parking areas 

• Aggregate crushing 

• Construction office 

• Riparian vegetation loss (around affected surrounding 

streams 

• Results in the alteration or removal of fish habitat 

• Removal of riparian vegetation results in a decrease in the 

amount of food and nutrients available for fish populations 

that are located downstream 

• Ground disturbance and removal of riparian biofiltration will 

degrade the quality of water 

• Harmful hydrological and stream flow effects due to the 

alteration of stream flow 

• Road base preparation 

• Roadside drainage 

• Removal or 

transportation of rocks 

• Rock stockpiling 

• Degradation of water quality due to ground disturbance, 

exposed erodible material, exposed stockpiled erodible 

materials and trucks 

• Harmful hydrological and stream flow effects due to the 

alteration of stream flow 

• Alteration or loss of fish habitat 
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• Highway paving • Increase in surface runoff during precipitation events 

• Water degradation from increased water runoff from nearby 

roads 

• Accumulation of sedimentation 

• Reduced bank stability due to removal of riparian vegetation 

• Putting in new culvert 

• Bridge construction 

• Potential permanent loss in riparian and instream area that 

leads to the removal or alteration of fish habitat 

• Riparian vegetation removal leads to decreased nutrient 

availability for fish populations located downstream 

• Introduction of sediment and concrete leachates result in 

water degradation  

• Interrupt fish passageway 

 

Operational Phase 

Activity Potential Impacts 

• Increased vehicle traffic • Highway runoff to nearby water results in water degradation 

• Maintenance of clearing 

roadside vegetation to 

maintain highway width 

• Alteration or loss of riparian area will potentially lead to the 

loss or modification of fish habitat 

• Maintain roadside 

drainage (ditches) 

• Biofiltration loss due to removal of vegetation near ditches 

• Increased sedimentation to ground disturbance results in 

water degradation of nearby water bodies 

• Sanding and salting 

highways 

• Introduction of sand and silt will degrade the water quality 

affecting fish habitat 

• Increased sand and silt transportation into nearby water 

bodies due to surface runoff or precipitation 

• Snowploughing activities will result in the transport of sand 

and silt into nearby ditches and fish habitats 
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Effects of Unplanned Events 

Activity Potential Impacts 

• Hazardous spills during construction 

phase, operation phase, and 

decommissioning phase 

• Degradation of water quality in fish habitat 

• Spills may occur right into the fish habitat 

• Loss of fish habitat if spills occur within the 

riparian area 

• Fires during the construction or 

decommissioning phase due to 

equipment, and operation phase due 

to highway accidents 

• Loss of fish habitat 

• Water degradation due to ash deposit and 

associated chemicals 

• Flooding and debris flow during 

construction, operation, or 

decommissioning phase 

• Loss or alteration of fish habitat 

• Sediment deposit and erosion may lead to the 

degradation of water quality  

 

Decommissioning Phase 

Activity Potential Impact 

• Decommissioning of ancillary sites, 

abandoned roadways, temporary vehicle 

detours, and culverts 

• Ground disturbance, disposed waste, 

introduced deleterious substances results 

in degradation of the water quality 
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SFPR – Hoover/Naas Proposal 

What is the Hoover/Naas Proposal? 

• Created by two Delta residents, Greg Hoover, and Olav Naas 

• A dedicated truck route from Deltaport to Surrey, following existing CPR rail tracks south of 

Hwy 99, reconnecting with existing highway system at Hwy 91 

o Small connector road built from Hwy 17 and 52
nd

 St up to H/N road, to take truck traffic 

from BC Ferries to H/N road 

o Take trucks off of regular traffic roads 

o Tunnel built from Hwy 91, near 72
nd

, under Sunbury and Annieville, over to Surrey (near 

Scott & 104)  

o Resumes at-grade highway structure proposed by Ministry of Transportation, with 

alternative proposals to tunnel underneath Sunbury & Annieville 

• Changes to current structure  

o Tourism Richmond booth closed down 

• Replaced with a longer off ramp onto Steveston Hwy 

o Richmond and Alex Fraser truck weigh stns closed down 

Figure 5: Hoover/Naas Road alignment 
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o New truck weigh stn open at H/N and 99 interchange 

o Hwy 17 widened from 56
th

 out to ferries 

o Ladner Trunk Rd from Hwy 17 to Langley widened to 4 lanes 

• Currently, only the stretch from Hwy 91 to Langley is 4 lanes, leaving the stretch 

from Hwy 17 to Hwy 91 at 2 lanes 

o Interchange between Hwy 17 and Hwy 99 upgraded 

o Heavy traffic flow, later addition of HOV lanes cause for upgrade 

 

Hoover/Naas Tunnel (Nordel Tunnel Alignment) 

• About 4-5km long 

• Starts at Hwy 91 and 

Nordel Way, ends at South 

Fraser Way in Surrey 

• Benefits: 

o Reduce noise and 

pollution problems 

o No need to evict over 

100 households living 

in Annieville & Sunbury 

o Not a visual eyesore for 

households living by 

the river 

• Drawbacks: 

o Expense of tunnelling 4-5km is 3 times as much as the SFPR’s budget for that section 

o Location of a highway within enclosed space places motorists under a much higher 

safety risk than open roadway 

o Some commercial carriers prohibited from going into tunnels, forcing them onto existing 

local roads 

o Operations, maintenance costs higher than for proposed SFPR alignment 

Figure 6: Nordel Tunnel alignment 
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o Heritage sites lost or impacted 

o Impact on riverfront properties and access, riverfront green space 

o Impacts on alternative modes of travel including bikeways, walkways, recreational trails 

 

Hoover/Naas Tunnel (Annacis Island Tunnel Alignment) 

• 3km in length 

• Goes to Annacis Island – west of Nordel Way – and a second tunnel connecting to the Fraser 

Surrey Docks, resuming current SFPR routing 

• Benefits: 

o Reduce noise and pollution problems 

o No need to evict over 100 households living in Annieville & Sunbury 

o Not a visual eyesore for households living by the river 

o Direct access to Annacis Island, a major industrial park 

• Drawbacks: 

o Likely that environmental mitigation and compensation would be required to address 

potential impacts to fisheries’ values 

o Restrictions on construction over/under the Fraser due to the presence of fisheries 

o Potential interference with foundations of Alex Fraser Bridge and ship berths at the 

Fraser Surrey Docks, as well as existing buildings on Annacis Island 

o Major construction challenges to ensure that the tunnel does not impede existing and 

future shipping channels on the Fraser River 

o Construction of the portals of the tunnels on each side of the river within poor ground 

conditions would be challenging and costly 

o Would require significant property to minimize impacts on existing facilities 

o Major construction challenges for the tunnel portions and decline sections due to poor 

ground conditions 

o Sandy soils susceptible to liquefaction under earthquake conditions  
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The Issues of South Delta 

• As much as 84% traffic generated in South Delta is headed for the Massey Tunnel 

• Traffic comprised of community traffic, ferry traffic, traffic generated by Deltaport 

o Different traffic types yield different traffic patterns 

• From Deltaport: Truckers generally avoid peak hours; standard operating hours are 

7am – 4pm 

• From Ferries: BC Ferries deliver major traffic volumes for evenly spaced short 

periods throughout the day 

• From community: Large volumes of commuters travel during morning and evening 

rush, with a significant amount of traffic coming and going along Hwy 99 and Hwy 17 

• Existing traffic volumes - (for a breakdown of these numbers, see Appendix A) 

o 2600 vehicles travel northbound on Hwy 17 north of Ladner in AM peak 

• 3% of that is trucks 

• 73% is heading to Massey tunnel, 27% heading to River Rd or east onto Hwy 99 

• 40% originates from Tsawwassen, 7% from Deltaport and ferry terminals, 47% from 

Ladner, 5% from east of Hwy 17 

o 5300 vehicles travel northbound through the Massey Tunnel in AM peak 

• 4% of that is trucks 

• 3% originates from Deltaport or ferry terminals, 17% from Tsawwassen, 20% from 

Ladner, 52% from east of Hwy 17 (Surrey, White Rock, US), 5% from River Road area 

o 1800 vehicles travel northbound from Tsawwassen in AM peak 

• 2% of that is trucks 

• In 2001, 

o During AM peak (8-9am), Deltaport-destined traffic is about 10% of total traffic (256 of 

2659) and approximately 50% of all truck traffic (140 of 285) using Hwy 17 south of 

Ladner Trunk Road 

o During mid-day non-peak (1130am-1230pm), truck traffic bound for Deltaport is about 

14% of total traffic (290 of 2040) 
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• Road traffic in Delta 

o Ladner, Tsawwassen can’t grow beyond current size because of development 

restrictions 

• Might see slight increase due to expansion of South Surrey 

o Port expansion means more trucks in Delta heading north on Massey Tunnel or east on 

Hwy 99 

 

Construction Timing – H/N Road will be faster 

• Land required for the route 

o H/N road runs along land that is already in government hands 

o Lengthy and costly land acquisition period not necessary 

• Soil conditions along the route 

o The H/N route was geotechnically investigated for soil composition and bearing capacity 

when the railway was built 

• No need to do tests all over again 

o Building highway next to a large river, and through a bog very complex 

• Leads to inflated costs 

• Environmental issues along the route 

o Habitat along Fraser River will be forever altered 

o Impact on Burns Bog devastating 

o H/N road situated in an area that is less environmentally sensitive 

• Railway route studied for environmental problems when built 

• Designing the route 

o Overpasses on every side road that H/N Road crosses 

o Only overpass design needed, as existing roads all have right-of way 

• Soil and property considerations taken into account already with planning of H/N 

road and existing roads 

o SFPR needs time for route selection, property acquisition, environmental reviews, soil 

investigation, highway design 
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• Also took into assumption that homeowners in SFPR’s way will nor fight the plans, or 

environmental issues will arise with Burns Bog 

• Construction difficulties of the route 

o SFPR attaches to, or crosses over existing major highways, resulting in traffic difficulties 

during construction 

• Effort and logistics needed to reroute traffic through construction 

o H/N construction takes place in fields away from major roads 

• Only impact traffic on side roads for short amount of time 

 

Agricultural Land Use 

• H/N follows existing railroad tracks, which has 100ft right-of way 

o The highway, as well as rail tracks, will all fit into that 100ft 

o Little impact on development of ALR and land for industry 

• SFPR routes through residential, industrial, farming, envirosensitive land 

o Hundreds of acres of industrial and Bog lands expropriated along the Fraser 

 

Trucks 

• Port Authority has no connection to the trucks except they are hired to move containers 

• Most of the trucks are owned by private haulers or small companies 

• Vast majority of the trucks not based in Delta, but based in other municipalities all over 

Lower Mainland 

• Trucks do very little business in Delta 

o Truck repairs, gas, coffee breaks all made somewhere else 

• Most of the trucks are 2
nd

 hand high mileage rigs 

• Most drivers are fairly new to the trade, and lack experience 

• Drivers paid by the load 

o The more containers they move, the more money they make 

• Vast majority of trucked containers not bound for destinations in Delta 
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• Most containers stored in Tilbury Park are empty, destined for lots where they are stored 

until needed 

• Trucks only work 7am to 6pm, despite Port being opened 24/7 

o Customer that receive the containers don’t work around the clock 

o If receivers decided to work 24/7, there is no reason why the trucks won’t run the same 

hours to deliver 

• In accidents between cars and trucks, cars are usually the losers 

• Expansion of Port will put one of the highest concentrations of semi-trucks anywhere in 

Canada on the roads of Delta 

• Although tough restrictions on vehicle emissions are being instituted, it will take decades 

for all existing, non-complying rigs to be replaced with rigs that have higher emission 

standards 

 

Benefits of Hoover/Naas Proposal 

• Complete separation of semi-trucks and local traffic 

• Guarantee that no car-truck accidents will occur on local roads involving trucks from 

Deltaport 

• Does not allow trucks from the Port to use Massey Tunnel 

o Reduces amount of traffic heading to the tunnel 

• Trucks’ braking and accelerating time slower than cars, resulting in dangerous road 

conditions 

• Number of trucks using Hwy 10, Hwy 17, Ladner Trunk Rd dramatically reduced to local 

trucks only 

o Decreased maintenance, upkeep costs for local highways 

o Reduced pollution into local areas 

• Restricted access to Deltaport means dedicated truck route makes implementation of that 

security much easier to handle 

• If truck accidents occur, effects on Delta residents will be minimal 

o Local traffic not affected 
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o Pollutants can be contained inside that corridor 

• No homes or residences to be moved or expropriated 

o Preserves heritage sites of both aboriginals and early settlers in the area 

• Does not touch Burns Bog in any way 

• Uses least amount of new land 

o H/N road will be next to railroad tracks, which have a 100ft right of way 

• Bisect no further farm properties anywhere in Delta 

• Can be built faster than SFPR 

o Most of the land required already owned by some level of government 

o Soil along H/N route is much more stable than other proposed routes 

• Investigated when railroad built 

• Little impact on daily traffic while under construction 

• Only proposal that will keep the air pollution generated by trucks as far from general 

population as possible 

o Could also reduce pollution by eliminating idling trucks in traffic 

• Potential of polluting local farm irrigation water dramatically reduced 

o Have adjacent drainage ditches separated from irrigation ditches 

• Cost-effective 

o Building H/N road and tunnel cheaper than SFPR proposal 

• H/N road the only one that provides 100% screening for all trucks bound for Port for 

weight/maintenance problems 

• Proposed tunnelling part of H/N road will not affect Sunbury and Annieville 

o Current SFPR route is to go through the neighbourhood or go around it into the Fraser 

o Highway on the bank of the Fraser will alter its natural state even more 

 

Drawbacks to SFPR 

• Cuts through Delta’s residential, farm, wilderness areas 

• Expropriates about 100 homes 

• Drastically change the lifestyles of those residents 
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• Dislodge or interfere with both heritage homes of settlers in the area, as well as important 

First Nations heritage sites 

• Lose hundreds of acres of potential industrial development, as well as acreage currently 

used in agriculture 

• No need for SFPR road, as Prince Rupert port is scheduled to be expanded, saving importers 

1 day’s worth of transport expenses 

 

Drawbacks to H/N Road 

• Issues pertaining to congestion, safety and incident management on River Road and Hwy 17 

not as effectively mitigated as compared to SFPR 

• H/N road travel time for trips between Deltaport and Tilbury/Sunbury would increase 1.5x 

due to circuitous nature 

o Have to go through Hwy 91 & River Road to get to Tilbury 

o Does not improve access to key commercial and industrial areas along Fraser River 

o No access to H/N road from Hwy 17 or Ladner Trunk Rd 

• Increases traffic demand on Alex Fraser Bridge, Hwy 91, other arteries in west Surrey and 

Richmond 

o Also moves truck traffic away from intended destination along routes that will create 

congestion in other areas 

• Congestion created around Hwy 91 – Hwy 99 interchange and Hwy 91 – Nordel Way 

interchange 

o Results in a decrease in level of service and safety in these routes 

o Does not effectively mitigate traffic congestions along River Road and/or Hwy 17 

• H/R road too South Delta-oriented 

o No access to Massey Tunnel 

• H/N road would impact up to 60 ha of ALR land, or 115 ha if it is 4-lane corridor 

o SFPR will only impact 84 ha of ALR 

• Will affect wildlife habitat that uses farmland as its staging areas 

• At least 4 stream crossings, with salmonids, affected 
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• Heavy truck traffic only constitutes 10% of total car traffic 

o SFPR will be used by all modes of transport 

• Increased vehicle and truck traffic combined with farm vehicle usage will lead to increased 

congestion and potential for increased conflicts on Hwy 17 and River Road unless 

transportation improvements made 

• Trucks-only road; cars not allowed to use the H/N road 
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Appendix A 

Origin/Destination 
Period of 

the Day 

Tsawwassen and 

US Border 

Ladner 

Trunk 

Road 

Hwy 99 

east of 

Hwy 17 

River 

Road 

Massey 

Tunnel 

Ladner 

 

From Deltaport All day 7% 9% 19% 19% 46% <1% 

To Deltaport All day 8% 10% 51% 16% 15% <1% 

        

From ferry 

terminal 
AM peak 9% 14% 11% 16% 48% 1% 

 Midday 14% 11% 12% 9% 46% 1% 

 PM peak 9% 9% 17% 1% 57% 1% 

To ferry terminal AM peak 10% 19% 15% 4% 51% 1% 

 Midday 14% 11% 12% 9% 46% 1% 

 PM peak 9% 9% 17% 1% 57% 1% 

Table 1: 2003 Deltaport and Ferry Terminal Traffic Split 

 

Year Port Ferries Total Port Peak 

2006 2000/day 350/day 2350/day 264/hr 

2008 2500/day 375/day 2875/day 320/hr 

2012 (est) 5000+/day 400/day 5400/day 750/hr 

Table 2: Number of Semi Trucks Arriving and Departing Daily 

 

 

Figure 7: Port Mann Transit Options 
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